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Editor's Desk 
 

Dear Alumni, 

"Back Together Again: Celebrating 10 Years of Memories!" The 10-year alumni reunion 

of PGP 2010-12 batch held on the last weekend of February 2023 was an incredible 

success! Alumni from across the country descended upon the campus to reunite and 

reminisce about their time spent there. 

The meet kicked off with a tour of the campus and its beautiful infrastructure. Alumni 

were thrilled to see the changes that had been made since they graduated. The tour 

was followed by interesting events, where alumni had the opportunity to catch up with 

old friends and make new ones. The reunion ended with one last gathering over 

Sunday Brunch. Alumni had the opportunity to share their fondest memories of their 

time at the campus, as well as their plans for the future. 

The Reunions are getting bigger and better with time. We look forward to seeing more 

and more alumni visiting the campus in the coming reunion events.  

 

The good news from ranking agencies are constant in the Institute, this time we are in 

the list of top FT 100 rankings. Institute has once again made its mark on the global stage, 

securing a place in the top 100 in the prestigious Financial Times (FT) Rankings 2023. The 

institute has been ranked as the fourth-best among all the IIMs and the fifth-best among 

all the business schools in India, reflecting its unwavering commitment to delivering the 

best in education and management. 

Under our ongoing Alumni Talk Series Wisdom (प्रज्ञा),  we had Mr. Hariganesh C, 

alumni of PGP 2010-12 batch, who delivered an interesting talk on “A Career in 

Mergers & Acquisitions”.  He explained how Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) can be an 

appealing career path not only because it is lucrative, but also because you have a say 

in major strategic decisions. He spoke on M&A global trends, tech in M&A, players in 

M&A Ecosystem and their roles and career options. This talk was organized during 10-

Year Reunion and was attended by alumni and participants.  
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Under the alumni talk series, we also conducted a panel discussion in February on 

"Fintech in India: Evolution of Lending in the Digital New Age" by our senior alumni 

Pratik Adatia, (PGP 2004-2006), CFO, Ziploan, Prasad Ajinkya, (PGP 2004-2006), Co-

founder and CTO, Homeville,  Amish Dedhia, (PGP 2005-2007), Principal, Chiratae 

Ventures, and Kamal Chhabra, (PGP 2008-2010), Business Head (NBFC lending), 

Caspian Impact Investments.  

 

If you have missed any of these talks, you can still watch them at this link: Wisdom - 

प्रज्ञा: The IIM Indore Alumni Talk Series - YouTube 

In the Entreprenuer of Planet-I section, we have Mr. Gunajit Brahma, alumni of PGP 

2010-12 batch, who is National Award-winning Social Entrepreneur, Environmental 

activist, Writer, Poet, Social Worker. He has recently received patent for his invention 

entitled “System and Method for Facilitating Interaction between Users and Banks for 

his firm, Farmeasy Technologies Pvt. Ltd. He is utilizing his knowledge and experience 

to develop sustainable and organic solutions and services that can help farmers 

optimize their operations. Heart congratulations to Mr.Gunajit Brahma. 

This newsletter is distributed through email to nearly 10,000+ alumni. We know our 

alumni are doing amazing things, including founding and leading promising businesses 

and pursuing unique personal pursuits. If you have a personal or professional update 

you want to share in the next edition of the newsletter, please submit a brief update 

with your photograph and relevant web links. 

We welcome your suggestions at alumnioffice@iimidr.ac.in  to make this newsletter a 

strong connect between the Institute and alumni. All IIMI Alumni Chapters are 

requested to submit the Alumni office regular updates on events and news that should 

be shared with the IIMI community. These updates will be included in future editions 

of the newsletters. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Ro4S4C3ShJlOzoPug_51_DnAByWq4ud
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Ro4S4C3ShJlOzoPug_51_DnAByWq4ud


 

 

4 

 

To update your mailing address, employment and more, please write to 

alumnioffice@iimidr.ac.in with a cc to alumni@iimidr.ac.in. Remember to add these 

two email ids to your safe sender's list. 

 
With warm regards, 
Prof. Ganesh Kumar N. 
Chair, Alumni 
 
IIM Indore 
P.S.: Visit us at https://www.iimidr.ac.in/alumni/newsletter/  for previous issues. 

  

mailto:alumnioffice@iimidr.ac.in
mailto:alumni@iimidr.ac.in
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/alumni/newsletter/
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Alumni Talk Series "Wisdom" (प्रज्ञा) 
 

The institute is hosting a series of alumni lectures to commemorate the 25th anniversary 

of the institute and to honour the accomplishments of several of our alumni. The Alumni 

Talk Series "Wisdom" (प्रज्ञा) will invite distinguished alumni to share their work and 

wisdom (e.g., the innovations they crafted and implemented, reinventing business 

models etc.) with the IIM Indore community. This series seeks to foster relationships 

with alumni, existing participants, and faculty. 

 

This year-long series is a part of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations #IIMIat25 on completing 

25 glorious years of the institute. We intend to conduct 25 talks by our alumni in the 

coming 12 months. 

 

The speakers will share their experience and innovation in dealing with a pandemic or 

some emerging trends in their domain of expertise to inspire the next generation of 

graduates. They will share with us a 45-minute live video on Zoom Platform. In addition, 

we will record the video and keep it in our repository to live talk. 

 

You may watch the Alumni Talk Series videos on: 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/alumni/videos/ 

 

Speakers in February 2022 

 

Alumni Talks No. 21 - A Panel Discussion 

 
Speakers:  
 

Panel Members: 

 

• Pratik Adatia, (PGP 2004-2006), CFO, Ziploan 

• Prasad Ajinkya, (PGP 2004-2006), Co-founder and CTO, Homeville,  

• Amish Dedhia, (PGP 2005-2007), Principal, Chiratae Ventures,  

• Kamal Chhabra, (PGP 2008-2010), Business Head (NBFC lending), Caspian Impact 

Investments. 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/alumni/videos/
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Topic: "Fintech in India: Evolution of Lending in the Digital New Age" 

Date and time: Saturday, February 18, 2023, at 4:00 pm (IST) 

 

Alumni Talk No. 22 

 

Speaker: 
Mr. Hariganesh C 
Batch: PGP 2010-2012 
Director, Corporate Development 
Wipro 
Topic: " Career in Mergers & Acquisitions"   
Date and time: Saturday, February 25, 2023,  
5:30 pm (IST) 
 

Earlier talks 

 

Talk(s) so far…. 

 

1. Mr. Rahul Razdan, Batch: PGP 1998 – 2000 Topic: Future trends in the Indian 

technology industry: Preparing for the challenges ahead.               

 

2. Mr. Siddharth Sethi, Batch: EPGP 2003 – 2004 Topic: Accessing Capital Market: An 

Entrepreneur’s Emotional Journey.                

 

Pratik Adatia Prasad Ajinkya Amish Dedhia Kamal Chhabra 
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3. Mr. Manvendra Gupta, CFA Batch: PGP 1998 – 2000 Topic: Data and AI for Investment 

Management.        

 

4. Mr. Satish Kumar, Batch: PGP 1998 – 2000 Topic: Mobility Industry in the Digital Age 

– Preparing for the future. 

 

5. Mr. Vikas Bansal, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001 Topic: Building Brand YOU. 

 

6. Mr. Mohit Verma, PGP 1999 – 2001 Topic: Shifting Sands - A Case for Sustainable 

Financing. 

 

7. Mr. Roopank Chaudhary, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001 Topic: The World of Human Capital 

Consulting and Why Everyone Wants a Piece of It.           

 

8. Mr. Kamaldeep Singh Bhatia, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001 Topic: De-mystifying EdTech: 

Opportunities for Start-ups. 

 

9. Mr. Naveen Pandey, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001 Topic: A Career in Sales: From someone 

who ended there by accident. 

 

10. Mr. Rohit Chawla , Batch: PGP 1998 – 2000, Topic: Indian Banking: Past trends  and 

the future.  

 

11. Mr. Arvind Kanda, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001, Topic: Doing good AND doing well in the 

Pharma industry.  

 

12. Mr. Raj Kumar Sharma, Batch: PGP 1999 – 2001, Topic: Digital Transformation in 

Finance. 

 

13. Mr. Neeraj Joshi, Batch: PGP 2000 – 2002, Topic: "Disruption of Marketing Over 

Decades: An Insider’s View"                

 

14. Mr. Anupam Chakraborty, Batch: EPGP 2007 – 2009, Topic: "Digital Transformation 
and Innovation - sharing experiences from real life"                
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15. Mr. Prashant Kumar, Batch: PGPMX 2019, "Fintech and Digital Highway" 

 

16. Prof. Vamsidhar Ambatipudi, Batch: PGP 1999-2001, Topic: "Applications of ML in 

the Insurance Sector"                

 

17. Panel Discussion on "Panel Discussion on the Current VC/Angel investment 

Scenario in India" by Panel Members,  Adarsh Sharma (PGP 2009 – 2011) Revenue 

Lead, FS Life, Dr Preet Pal Thakur (PGP 2005-2007) Co-Founder and Director Glamyo 

Health, Mr. Shankar Sivan (PGP 2011 – 2013) Investment Professional, Mr. Tushar 

Agrawal (PGP 2012 – 2014), Partner, Dexter Angels, Dr. Mayank Gurnani (EPGP 2009-

10), Programme Director JUMPstart, NUS. 

 

18. Mr. Pranav Agarwal, Batch: PGP 2006-2008, Topic: "Demystifying Crypto: the what, 

why & how!"   

 

19. Mr. Vivek Bajaj, Batch: PGP 2003-2005, "How to Build Your Personal Digital Brand 
to Benefit Your Business!"   
 
20. Dr Preet Pal Thakur, Batch: PGP 2005-2007, "Entreprenuer's Journey: from Seed to 
Scale“. 
 

News from the Campus  
 

 

 IIM Indore Hosts U.S. Charge d’Affaires to India, Participant Interaction Held 
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IIM Indore was delighted to host the Chargé d’Affaires, Ambassador A. Elizabeth Jones of the 
U.S. Embassy India, on campus on Wednesday, 22 February, 2023. This prominent visit 
comprised a meeting with Ambassador Jones and her team with Prof. Himanshu Rai, 
Director, IIM Indore, and the Deans of the institute. 
 
Attending this meeting virtually from Cairo, Egypt, Prof. Rai, Director, IIM Indore, welcomed 
Ambassador Jones and her team and shared the various initiatives undertaken by the 
institute. Prof. Rai highlighted IIM Indore’s efforts to identify and address significant national 
challenges, including income inequality, rural and urban issues, lack of mentorship for 
entrepreneurs, and environmental concerns. To tackle income inequality, IIM Indore helps 
economically weaker sections promote and market their novel products. At the same time, 
the Rural Engagement Programme immerses students in rural areas to understand and 
propose solutions to problems. IIM Indore also offers a General Management Programme for 
Executives to enhance managerial skills and mentorship to MSMEs. “The institute received a 
grant of Rs. 19.95 crores from the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to establish a Centre 
of Excellence for effective waste management and water sanitation. Collaboration with 
foreign partner institutions, including universities such as the University of Denver, Rutgers 
University, the University of Glasgow, Bocconi University and the University of Liverpool will 
enable the institute to achieve these goals”, Prof. Rai explained. He expressed optimism for 
further collaboration with other prestigious academic institutions in the USA to create a more 
inclusive, just, and equitable world. Read More 

 
IIM Indore Students Enthrall Audiences with a Theatrical Adaptation of Rian 
Johnson’s “Knives Out” 

 
On Friday, February 17, 2023, Indian Institute 
of Management Indore (IIM Indore) hosted 
an extraordinary two-and-a-half-hour 
performance of Rian Johnson’s “Knives Out,” 

featuring the talented students of the institute. 
Under the guidance of Prof. Himanshu Rai, 
Director of IIM Indore, who served as the 
Executive Producer of the play, and the direction 
of Prof. Shweta Kushal, Faculty, the cast of 17 
actors and actresses from various programmes 
delivered an exceptional performance after three 
months of intense preparation. 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/news-events/iim-indore-hosts-u-s-charge-daffaires-to-india-participant-interaction-held/
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Prof. Rai congratulated the entire cast and crew for their outstanding performance, 
recognizing the vital role that events such as this play in shaping students’ personal and 
professional development. “These occasions provide valuable opportunities for students to 
hone their teamwork, leadership, communication skills, and appreciation for hard work. My 
students have done an amazing job, and I am incredibly proud of them,” he remarked. Read 
More 
 

IIM Indore in Top 100 in FT Rankings 2023 

 

IIM Indore ranked 4th best among the IIMs, and 5th best among the business school in India. 

 

The FT Rankings, released on February 12, 2023, included IIM Indore in the Top 100 (Rank 

89) for its flagship Executive Post Graduate Programme in Management (EPGP) under the 

Global MBA Category. The ranking features 100 of the world’s best full-time MBA programmes, 

with 142 schools participating in the ranking process for the 2023 edition, all of which meet 

the FT’s entry criteria and are accredited by EQUIS or the AACSB. IIM Indore has achieved the 

coveted Triple Crown accreditation from EQUIS, AACSB, and AMBA. 

 

Prof. Himanshu Rai, Director of IIM Indore, expressed his delight at the rankings and praised 

the efforts of all stakeholders, saying, “We are honored to be included in the Top 100 FT 

Rankings for our EPGP. We have been ranked fourth amongst all IIMs and fifth amongst all 

business schools in the nation. We will strive to continue our efforts to reach our goal of being 

ranked in the Top 50.” 

 

The FT Rankings for 2023 introduced three new categories, measuring the quality of alumni 

networks, student sector diversity, and a school’s carbon footprint. With over 10,000 alumni 

and a current batch of students from diverse backgrounds, IIM Indore provides a unique and 

diverse learning experience. The institute also places a strong emphasis on sustainability, 

taking multiple initiatives to enhance its efforts in protecting the environment and reducing its 

carbon footprint. Other criteria for the ranking included international mobility, faculty with 

doctorates, ESG, and net zero teaching rank, among others. 

 

IIM Indore’s Executive Post Graduate Programme in Management (EPGP) is a one-year, full-

time, residential MBA program designed for working professionals with a minimum of 5 years 

of work experience. The program boasts a strong curriculum, experienced faculty, and a 

diverse student body, making it one of the best MBA programs in India.  EPGP provides a 

transformative learning experience and equips graduates with the skills and knowledge needed 

to excel in today’s fast-paced business environment. 

 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/news-events/iim-indore-students-enthrall-audiences-with-a-theatrical-adaptation-of-rian-johnsons-knives-out/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/news-events/iim-indore-students-enthrall-audiences-with-a-theatrical-adaptation-of-rian-johnsons-knives-out/
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IIM Indore is proud of its achievements and looks forward to continuing its mission with 

determination and grit. 

 

Inauguration of first batch of the Executive Programme in Healthcare Management 

(EPHM) 

 

IIM Indore is proud to announce 

the online inauguration of its very 

first batch of the Executive 

Programme in Healthcare 

Management (EPHM). With its 

Programme Coordinator, Prof. 

Rohit Kapoor, this programme 

brings together a diverse group of 

50 participants from across the 

nation, ready to delve into the 

exciting world of healthcare 

management. During the inauguration, Prof. Kapoor briefed the participants about this 

contextually-designed course.  

 

With a curriculum designed to equip participants with a comprehensive understanding of 

operation excellence, data analysis, finance and accounting, managing behavior in 

healthcare, business ethics, and strategy, and entrepreneurship in the healthcare sector, the 

EPHM programme is the perfect opportunity to enhance your skills and knowledge in the 

industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/healthcaremanagement?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/healthcaremanagement?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/healthcare?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ethics?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/strategy?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/entrepreneurship?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSQLS9Q5-dh0fK3gdnnsL5nhYJ950GUEl-a6aLWM9mTIRvIkPSX-uhCNFrGALOSzQxzxt41YUb1mt4hYAJcQPC9PAdSjaX9PWuLxR-lkiVzVAWsoAD4Ty_nebYezG3Y9ZJHQVnMqPQZFb_okgyktVUjzTKYnFM7DSZ9L_zPZdI8l3pZLNPeoZV-aseJq7jBiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
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10-Year Reunion for the Batch of 2012 

 

From 24th to 26th Feb 2023 Alumni Committee and Alumni Office under the guidance of Chair, 

Alumni, organized the 10-Year Reunion for the PGP Batch of 2010-2012. The celebration of the 

10-Year Reunion began with a joyous icebreaker dinner. Alumni from across the country, and 

even a few from outside the country, flew down to Planet-I to reminisce and reconnect with 

their batchmates after a decade of graduation.  

 

After catching up with friends and family over a delicious meal, the alumni took the institute 

bus for a fun-filled city tour, where they enjoyed visiting their old hangouts in Sarafa. 

 

Day two of the reunion began with a flavourful lunch served at Mess 5, where the alumni 

relived their days as students and were gifted tokens of appreciation from the institute. In the 

evening, informal interaction with the current participants was organised over high tea. The 

alumni shared anecdotes and advice with students across all batches.  

 

This was followed by a rejuvenating round of Treasure Hunt that made the alumni take a walk 

down memory lane. This exciting activity saw enthusiastic participation from the alumni, who 

cracked the clues and performed various tasks to win attractive gift hampers. 

 

Mr. Hariganesh C, seasoned alumni of IIM Indore from the PGP batch 2010-12, conducted a 

session on 'A Career in Mergers & Acquisitions' as a part of the Alumni Wisdom Talk Series. 

Various participants across programmes joined the session live on campus as well as online to 

learn from the expertise and experience shared by the alum. 

 

The day came to an end with a delicious dinner for the alumni, giving them a chance to further 

fraternise with their batchmates.  

 

The final day of the reunion began with an exhilarating match of Cricket between the alumni 

and the Institute cricket team. This friendly match proved to be a refreshing bonding 

experience for the alumni as well as students and we saw a great turnout. The Alumni XI 

defeated the Institute Team in an amazing thriller which saw an inspired performance from 

Puneet with the bat and a stunning spell by Inderjeet with the bowl. 

 

This was followed by a cake-cutting ceremony to celebrate the 10-year reunion. Post this, the 

alumni were joined by various faculty members and Professor Ganesh, the Alumni Chair, for 

an appetizing brunch. 
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GLIMPSES OF PGP 2010-2012 BATCH 10-YEAR REUNION 
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IIM Indore is delighted to announce the launch of new journal, the Journal of Contemporary 

Business Studies (JCBS), from IIM Indore - a biannual research and opinion journal that offers 

deep insights into contemporary business issues for practitioners, academics, and 

policymakers! 

 

While launching the journal, Prof. Himanshu Rai, Director, IIM Indore, said, I believe that 

research plays a crucial role in academia, and we at IIM Indore strive to provide the best 

resources to our researchers and students. With a focus on experience and evidence-based 

opinions from leading practitioners, JCBS is designed to inform and shape research, policy, and 

practice. With JCBS, we aim to push the boundaries of business research and make significant 

contributions to the field. If you're passionate about business studies and have insights to 

share, join us on this exciting journey. 

 

For more information on JCBS's review process, author guidelines, and other details, visit 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/research-publications/journal-of-contemporary-business-studies/. 

@iim_indore 
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Prof. Himanshu Rai, spoke 

at the 3rd edition of 

“Negotiation & 

Communication Skills” 

workshop for Field 

Commanders (Indian Army) 

that would empower them 

to deal with emerging 

operational challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Himanshu Rai, opened the 30th IMA International Conclave. He spoke on 

the theme of Reinvent, Evolve, Lead. He said, while COVID ravaged our world, 

we now need to reinvent ourselves to look at it has having Created Opportunities 

for Visioning, Introspection & Discovery. Imagine the new universe you wish to 

create, introspect on your priorities, and discover the real you! Add perseverance 

to hard work, and you can change the world. 
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Entreprenuer of Planet-I 

 

 

Gunajit Brahma 

Batch: PGP 2010-2012 
National Award-winning Social Entrepreneur,  
Environmental activist, Writer, Poet, Social Worker 
Firms: 
Jeevanksh.com [B2B Organic Food products] 
FarmInfinity.com [AgriFintech solution for rural India] 
Linked Profile: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gunajit 
www.gunajit.com 
 
 

 
How did your entrepreneurial journey start? 
 
My entrepreneurial journey started in 2010, as a student entrepreneur in the IIM Indore 
campus, when I started by first venture, Renewable Bazaar, which was a social network for 
renewable energy professionals, immediately after joining for the PGDM course. I won the 
NEN-IBM Student Entrepreneurs award in 2011 for this venture. Before the end of my course 
in 2012, I opted out of placement to chase my entrepreneurial dream, becoming the first 
participant from the campus to do so. 
 
Briefly describe your business and why you chose this field? 
 
After opting out of the final placements, I started my 2nd venture, Jeevanksh.com [Jeev 
Anksh Eco Products (P) Ltd.], in 2012 along with 4 of my batchmates from the campus [co-
founder Rohit Bajaj, Alok Ekka, Jaitun Longa & Prashant Lakra]. The word Jeevanksh is an 
amalgamation of the Hindi words “Jeevan ka Ansh” that loosely translates to “ingredients of 
life”. Under this venture, we are providing sustainably sourced, premium quality organic food 
products. To start this venture, we pulled in our scholarship money to start this as a B2C e-
commerce venture, but pivoted to B2B business in 2015. This company is a decade old 
business now, and has been exporting organic food products of Northeast India to European 
Union & Southeast Asia. We won the 1st National Entrepreneurs Award by the MSDE 
(Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship), Govt. Of India in 2017, and receive the 
award by then Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh ji. 
 
Meanwhile, I closed down my first venture, Renewable Bazaar in 2015, due to lack of traction 
& external fund. 
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In 2019, while interacting with smallholder organic farmers of Northeast, I realised that most 
of the farmers are not able to expand their cultivation due to lack of capital; thus limiting 
their growth. And smallholder farmers from across the country, echoed this same problem. I 
ideated on solving this problem with my fellow batchmate and friend, Alok Ekka, who has 
Banking and Fintech experience, and we formulated a plan to solve the financial problem of 
the farmers. Through this ideation, we (Alok & I), started an Agri-Fintech venture in 2020, 
named FarmInfinity.com [Farmeasy Technologies (P) Ltd.]. We have created India’s first 
credit-scoring and risk assessment model for smallholder farmers, and are facilitating easy 
access for financial services (credit & insurance) to these farmers, through our BFSI 
(Banking, Financial Services & Insurance) partners. In this venture, we have received a lot of 
interest from VCs (venture capital) as well as Agritech companies. Currently we are operating 
out of Assam, but are aggressively planning for expansion to the rest of India. We recently 
(on Feb. 20, 2022) received our 1st Patent for one of our solution, that is on the process of 
interaction between users (farmers/rural customers) and banks for credit disbursement and 
credit monitoring. 
 
Social entrepreneurship came naturally to me; and the “Rural Immersion” program by IIM 
Indore, helped me solidify this passion to support rural India through entrepreneurship for 
their sustainable development. I choose to work with the smallholder farmers of India, as I 
realised, I can positively impact their lives, as India still has over 60% of their population in 
the rural area, dependent on Agriculture. 
 
What were the major challenges you faced in starting your business? 
 
Being a first generation entrepreneur and coming from a family with 2 generations in Govt. 
Jobs, it is always very difficult. During the initial days of my entrepreneurial journey, 
convincing my family and friends was a major hurdle. As I opted out of placement, I was 
considered a fool. The financial hardship is very difficult to explain. At one point in time (early 
2014), after losing lot of money in the e-comm business, in Mumbai, I was living off with a 
single meal of a Vadapav (Rs. 10/-) for the whole day. But because of my stubbornness and 
single mindedness, I kept moving forward, and pivoted the business model of Jeevanksh 
from B2C to B2B, which has become successful now. After receiving the National Award from 
the Home Minister of India, my family got convinced that I can build a career as an 
Entrepreneur. 
 
Working in the rural sector and convincing farmers to adopt organic agriculture is another 
hurdle that I faced. Farmers are reluctant to change their old ways of cultivation. I could 
achieve them by working with the farmer communities, on ground, for over 3 years, helping 
them in all of their problem, by becoming their friend. 
 
Did you go for external funding for your start-up/ firm? What factors helped you 
to secure such funding? 
 
Jeevanksh is a cash positive, bootstrapped business. We did receive grants and cash award 
through various startup schemes by Govt. Of India. 
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Yes, we have received external fund for our Agri-Fintech startup, FarmInfinity. We have 
raised Family & Friends (F&F) round of equity investment from a retd. IAS Officer, and have 
received grants from State Govt. of Assam & a PSU company. For the equity funding, it was 
more of a personal relationship and past record of successfully running a business that 
convinced the retd. IAS Officer to invest in our business. For the grants, we had to make 
multiple pitches to the decision making body of these grant approval organisations. As ours is 
a Tech company, we also received Cloud credits from our incubators IIM Calcutta Innovation 
Park (IIMC-IP), JioGenNext & from Financial Times. 
 
I believe the major factor that helped us secure these fundings are our past record, as well 
as our growth as well as the market potential of the sector, along with the passion and team 
of our startup. 
 
What would be your advice for an MBA who is considering a start-up? 
 
I would like to give the same advice that I received from the then Director of IIM Indore, Dr. 
N. Ravichandran Sir, while informing him about my plan to opt out of placements and start 
my venture.  
 
He said to me: “Follow your dreams, money will follow.” 
 
Now is the “Amrit-kaal” or Golden age to be an Entrepreneur in India. With over 65% of the 
population below the age of 35 years, anyone who sets out to start their entrepreneurial 
journey, has the potential to succeed. 
 
Keep learning, keep growing. 

 
Upcoming Executive Programmes  
 

IIM Indore is in the forefront of providing carefully curated programmes which cater to the 

needs of executives. IIM Indore is renowned for its focus on academic excellence which is 

reinforced by the Triple Crown accreditation that IIM Indore has achieved. Being the second 

IIM to receive this achievement and being among the top 1% business schools globally to have 

the Triple Crown accreditation, our executive education programmes are contextually relevant 

to meet the demands of contemporary business challenges. IIM Indore is also ranked among 

the Top 100 business schools globally and has consistently been ranked among the top 

institutions in India. 

 

We help Executives gain new perspectives in an increasingly complex business environment. 

Our courses deliberate relevant real-world business challenges and we keep on evolving it with 

world trends.  We impart learning which provides immediate value and impact on the 

organizations. 
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Executive Education Programmes at IIM Indore consist of a wide array of offerings carefully 

designed to meet your specific needs. The programmes are conducted at our campuses in 

Indore and Mumbai, online through technology enabled platforms, and at specified client 

locations. The on-campus training programmes provide an immersive learning experience to 

executives. In order to ensure that the participants make the most out of our programmes, 

they are provided with the best of learning tools, in-campus accommodation, dining and fitness 

experience at our fully furnished and well-equipped state-of-the-art infrastructure. The online 

programmes incorporate traditional training to the virtual classroom, innovative pedagogical 

tools, and customised learning resources. 

 

We have a diverse portfolio of on-campus and online Executive Education Programmes for 

working professionals at different levels. Please explore the programmes listed below to find 

the programme which suits your requirement. 

 

Please explore the programmes by visiting: https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/ 

Links to some of the programmes on offer is given below for ready reference: 
 

• Executive Post Graduate Diploma Programme in Management & Artificial 
Intelligence 

• Master of Science in Data Science and Management 

• Customised Programmes 

• Short Duration Programmes (Online and On-campus) 

• Long Duration Online Programmes 

• Executive Programmes in UAE and other Middle East Countries 

• General Management Programme for Executives (GMPE) 

• Certificate Course in Business Management for Defence Officers 

• Certificate Programme in International Business Management (CPIBM) for 
Defence Officers 

• Faculty Development Programme (FDP) 

 

For more information or assistance, please contact: 

Alumni Office, Indian Institute of Management Indore  

Prabandh-Shikhar, Rau-Pithampur Road, Indore 453556, Madhya Pradesh, INDIA 

Tel: +91 731 2439657/666, Email: alumnioffice@iimidr.ac.in 

https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/executive-pg-diploma-in-management-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/executive-pg-diploma-in-management-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/master-degree-programme/master-of-science-in-data-science-and-management/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/customised-programmes/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/management-development-programme-mdp/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/long-duration-online-programmes/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/executive-programmes-in-uae/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/general-management-programme-for-executives-gmpe/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/ccbmdo/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/cpibm/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/cpibm/
https://www.iimidr.ac.in/executive-programmes/faculty-development-programme/
mailto:alumnioffice@iimidr.ac.in

